THE BOSTON 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


Vou. IIL.] 


TUESDAY, JUNE 1, 1830. 


[No. 16. 


I. 


DR. RUSH'S THOUGHTS UPON THE 
CAUSE AND CURE OF PULMONARY 
CONSUMPTION. 


Tue ancient Jews used to say 
that a man does not fulfil his dut es 
in life, who passes through it with- 
out building a house, planting a 
tree, and leaving a child behind 
him. A physician, in like manner, 
should consider his obligations to 
his profession and society as undis- 
charged, who has not attempted to 
lessen the number of incurable 
diseases. This is my apology for 
presuming to make the consump- 
tion the object of a medical inquiry. 

Perhaps I may suggest an idea 
or fact that may awaken the ideas 
and facts which now lie useless in 
the memories or common-place 
books of other physicians ; or I 
may direct their attention to some 
useful experiments on this subject. 


I shall begin my observations 
on the consumption, by remarking, 

1. That it is unknown among 
the Indians of North America. 

2. It is scarcely known by those 
citizens of the United States who 
live in the first stage of civilized 
life, and who have lately obtained 
the title of the first settlers. 


The principal occupations of 
the Indian consist in war, fishing 
and hunting. ‘Those of the first 
settler are, fishing, hunting, and 
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the laborious employments of sub- 
duing the earth, cutting down fo- 
rests, building a house and barn, 
and distant excursions, in all kinds 
of weather, to mills and courts ; 
all of which tend to excite and 
preserve in the system something 
like the Indian vigor of constitution. 

3. It is less common in country 
places than in cities, and increases, 
in both, with intemperance and 
sedentary modes of life. 


4. Ship and house carpenters, . 


smiths, and all those artificers 
whose business requires great ex- 
ertions of strength in the open air, 
in all seasons of the year, are less 
subject to this disease than men 
who work under cover, and at 
occupations which do not require 
the constant action of their limbs. 

5. Women, who sit more than 
men, and whose work is connected 
with less exertion, are most sub- 
ject to the consumption. 

From these facts, it would seem 
that the most probable method of 
curing the consumption, is to revive 
in the constitution, by means of 
exercise or labor, that vigor which 
belongs to the Indians, or to man- 
kind in their first stage of civili- 
zation. 

The efficacy of these means of 
curing consumption will appear, 
when we inquire into the relative 
merit of the several remedies which 
have been used by physicians in this 
disease. 
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I shall not produce among these 
remedies the numerous receipts 
for syrups, boluses, electuaries, 
decoctions, infusions, pills, medi- 


- cated waters, powders, draughts, 


mixtures, and diet-drinks, which 


have so long and so steadily been 
used in this disease; nor shall I 


mention, as a remedy, the best 
accommodated diet, submitted to 
with the most patient self-denial : 
for not one of them all, without 
the aid of exercise, has ever, I 
believe, cured a single consumption. 


1. Sea-voyages have cured con- 
sumptions ; but it has been only 
when they have been so long or so 
frequent as to substitute the long 
continuance of gentle, to violent 
degrees of exercise of a shorter 
duration, or where they have been 
accompanied by some degree of 
the labor and care of navigating 
the ship.- 

2. A change of climate has often 
been prescribed for the cure of 
consumptions ; but I do not recol- 
lect an instance of its having suc- 
ceeded, except when it has been 
accompanied by exercise, as. in 
travelling, or by some active la- 
borious pursuit. 

Dr. Gordon, of Madeira, as- 
cribes the inefficacy of the air of 
Madeira in the consumption, in 
part, to the difficulty patients find 
of using exercise in carriages, or 
even on horseback, from the bad- 
ness of the roads in that island. 

3. Journeys have often perform- 
ed cures in the consumption, but 
it has been chiefly when they have 
been long, and accompanied by 
diffieulties which have roused and 
invigorated the powers of the mind 
and the body. 

4. Vomits and nauseating medi- 
cines have been much celebrated 
for the cure of consumptions. 


These, by procuring a temporary 
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determination to the surface of the 
body, so far lessen the pain and 
cough, as to enable patients to use 
profitable exercise. Where this 
has not accompanied or succeeded 
the exhibition of vomits, I believe 
they have seldom afforded any 
permanent relief. 


5. Bloodletting has often reliev- 
ed consumptions, but it has been 
only by removing the troublesome 
symptoms of inflammatory diathe- 
sis, and thereby enabling the pa- 
tients to use exercise, or labor, 
with advantage. 

6. Vegetable bitters and some of 
the stimulating gums have in some 
instances afforded relief in con- 
sumptions ; but they have done so 
only in those cases where there 
was great debility, accompanied 
by a total absence of inflammatory 
diathesis. They have most pro- 
bably acted by their tonic qualities, 
as substitutes for labor and exer- 
cise. 

7. A plentiful and regular per- 
spiration, excited by means of a 
flannel shirt worn next to the skin, 
or by means of a stove-room, or by 
a warm climate, has in many in- 
stances prolonged life in consump- 
tive habits ; but all these remedies 
have acted as palliatives only, and 
thereby have enabled the coasump- 
tive patients to enjoy the more 
beneficial effects of exercise. 

8. Blisters, setons, and issues, 
by determining the perspirable 
matter from the lungs to the sur- 
face of the body, lessen pain and 
cough, and thereby prepare the 
system for the more salutary effects 
of exercise. 

9. The effects of swinging, upon 
the pulse and respiration, leave us 
no room to doubt of its being a 
tonic remedy, and therefore a safe 
and agreeable substitute for exer- 
cise. 
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From all these facts, it is evi- 
dent that the remedies for con- 
sumption must be sought for in 
those exercises and employments 
which give the greatest vigor to the 
constitution. And here I am happy 
in being able to produce several 
facts which demonstrate the safety 
and certainty of this method of 
cure. 

During the late war, I saw three 
instances of persons in confirmed 
consumption, who were perfectly 
cured by the hardships of a military 
life. ‘They had been my patients 
previously to their entering into 
the army. Besides these, | have 
heard of four well-attested cases 
of similar recoveries from nearly 
the same remedies. One of these, 
the son of a farmer in New 
Jersey, was sent to sea as the last 
resource for a consumption. Soon 
after he left the American shore, 
he was taken by a British cruiser, 
and compelled to share in all the 
duties and hardships of a common 
sailor. After serving in this capa- 
city for twenty-two months, he 
made his escape, and landed at 
Boston, from whence he travelled 
on foot to his father’s house (nearly 
four hundred miles), where he 
arrived in perfect health. 

Dr. Way, of Wilmington, inform- 
ed me that a certain Abner Cloud, 
who was reduced so low by a pul- 
monary consumption as to be be- 
yond all relief from medicine, was 
so much relieved by sleeping in the 
open air, and by the usual toils of 
building a hut and improving a 
farm, ia the unsettled parts of a 
new country in Pennsylvania, that 
he thought him in a fair way of a 
perfect recovery. 

Dr. Latimer, of Wilmington, 
had been long afflicted with a 
cough and an occasional hemop- 
tysis. He entered into the Ame- 


rican army as asurgeon, and served 
in that capacity till near the end 
of the war, during which time he 
was perfectly free from all pul- 
monary disease. The spitting of 
blood returned soon after . settled 
in private practice. To remedy 
this complaint, he had recourse to 
a low diet, but finding it ineffec- 
tual, he partook liberally of the 
usual diet of healthy men, and he 
now enjoys a perfect exemption 
from it. 

It would be very easy to add 
many other cases in which labor, 


the employments of agriculture, 


and a life of hardship by sea and 
land, have prevented, relieved, or 
cured, not only the consumption, 
but pulmonary diseases of all kinds. 

To the cases that have been 
mentioned, I shall add only one 
more, which was communicated 
to me by the venerable Dr. Frank- 
lin, whose conversation at all times 
conveyed instruction, and not less 
in medicine than upon other sub- 
jects. -In travelling, many years 
ago, through New England, the 
Doctor overtook the post-rider ; 
and after some inquiries into the 
history of his life, he informed him 
that he was bred a shoemaker ; 
that his confinement, and other 
circumstances, had brought on a 
consumption, for which he was 
ordered by a physician to ride on 
horseback. Finding this mode of 
exercise too expensive, he made 
interest, upon the death of an old 
post-rider, to succeed to his ap- 
pointr=-+ in which he perfectly 
recovered his health in two years. 
After this he returned to his old 
trade, upon which his consumption 
returned. He again mounted his 
horse, and rode post in all seasons 
and weathers, between New York 
and Connecticut river (about 140 
miles), in which employment he 
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continued upwards of thirty years, 
in perfect health. 


These facts, I hope, are suffi- 
cient to establish the advantages 
of restoring the original vigor of 
the constitution, in every attempt 
to effect a radical cure of con- 
sumption. 

. But how shall these remedies 
be applied in the time of peace, 
or in a country where the want of 
woods, and brooks without ridges, 
forbids the attainment of the labo- 
rious pleasures.of the Indian mode 
of hunting ; or where the universal 
extent of civilization does not ad- 
mit of our advising the toils of a 
new settlement, and improvements 
upon bare creation. Under these 
circumstances, I conceive substi- 
tutes may be obtained for each of 
them, nearly of equal efficacy, and 
attainable with much less trouble. 

1. Dr. Sydenham pronounced 
riding on horseback to be as cer- 
tain a cure for consumption as 
bark is for an intermitting fever. 
I have no more doubt of the truth 
of this assertion, than I have that 
inflammatory fevers are now less 
frequent in London than they were 
in the time of Dr. Sydenham. If 
riding on horseback in consumption 


has ceased to be a remedy in Bri- 


tain, the fault is in the patient, 
and not in the remedy. ‘‘It isa 
sign that the stomach requires 
milk (says Dr. Cadogan) when it 
cannot bear it.” In like manner, 
the inability of the patient to bear 
this manly and wholesome exercise, 
serves only to demonstrate the 
necessity and advantages of it. I 
suspect the same objections to this 
exercise which have been made in 
Britain, will not occur in the United 
States of America ; for the Ame- 
ricans, with respect to the symp- 
toms and degrees of epidemic and 
chronie diseases, appear to be 


nearly in the same state that the 
inhabitants of England were in the 
seventeenth century. We find, in 
proportion to the decline of the 
vigor of the body, that many occa- 
sional causes produce fever and 
inflammation, which would not 
have done it a hundred years ago. 


2. The laborious employments 
of agriculture, if steadily pursued, 
and accompanied at the same time 
by the simple but wholesome diet 
of a farmhouse, and a hard bed, 
would probably afford a good sub- 
stitute for the toils of a savage or 
military life. 

3. Such occupations or profes- 
sions as require constant labor or 
exercise in the open air, in all kinds 
of weather, may easily be chosen 
for a young man who, either from 
hereditary predisposition, or an 
accidental affection of the lungs, 
is in danger of falling into a con- 
sumption. In this we should imi- 
tate the advice given by some wise 


men, always to prefer those pro- | 


fessions for our sons which are the 
least favorable to the corrupt in- 
clinations of their hearts. For 
example, where an undue passion 
for money, or a crafty disposition, 
discover themselves in early life, 


we are directed to oppose them by 


the less profitable and more disin- 
terested professions of divinity or 
physic, rather than cherish them 
by trade, or the practice of the 
law. Agreeably to this analogy, 
weakly children should be trained 
to the laborious, and the robust to 
the sedentary occupations. From 
a neglect of this practice, many 
hundred apprentices to tailors, 
shoemakers, conveyancers, watch- 
makers, silversmiths, and mantua- 
makers, perish every year by con- 
sumption. 

4. There is a case recorded by 
Dr. Smollet, of the efficacy of the 


“§ 
% 
a 
| 
; 
€ 
te 
14 
| 
; 
at 
‘ 
iq 
4 
| 
t 
| 
4 
| 
by 
‘Bite 
‘ 
a 
¢ 
i 


THOUGHTS ON PULMONARY CONSUMPTION. 253 


cold bath in a consumption ; and 
Ihave heard of its having been 
used with success in the case of 
a negro man, in one of the West 
India islands. To render this 
remedy useful, or even safe, it 
will be necessary to join it with 
labor, or to use it in degrees that 
shall prevent the alternation of 
the system with vigor and debi- 
lity ; for I take the cure of con- 
sumption ultimately to depend 
upon the simple and constant ac- 
tion of tonic remedies. It is to 
be lamented that it often requires 
so much time, or such remedies, 
to remove the inflammatory dia- 
thesis which attends the first 
stage of consumption, as to reduce 
the patient too low to make use 
of those tonic remedies after- 
wards, which would effect a ra- 
dical cure. 

If it were possible to graduate 
the tone of the system by means 
of a scale, I would add, that to 
cure consumption, the system 
should be raised to the highest 
degree of this scale. Nothing 
short of an equilibrium of tone, 
or a free and vigorous action of 
every muscle and viscus in the 
body, will fully come up to a 
radical cure of this disease. 

In regulating the diet of con- 
sumptive patients, I conceive it 
to be as necessary to feel the 
pulse, as it is in determining when 
and in what quantity to draw 
blood. Where inflammatory dia- 
thesis prevails, a vegetable diet 


is certainly proper; but where 


the patient has escuped or passed 
this stage of the disease, I believe 
a vegetable diet alone to be inju- 
rious, and am sure a moderate 
quantity of animal food may be 
taken with advantage. 

The presence or absence of 
this inflammatory diathesis, fur- 


nishes the indications for adminis- 
tering or refraining from the use 
of the bark and balsamic medi- 
cines. With all the testimonies 
of their having done mischief, 
many of which I could produce, 
I have known several cases in 
which they have been given with 
obvious advantage; but it was 
only when there was a total ab- 
sence of inflammatory diathesis. 

Perhaps the remedies I have 


‘recommended, and the opinions I 


have delivered, may derive some 
support from attending to the 
analogy of ulcers on the legs, and 
in other parts of the body. The 
first of these occur chiefly in 
habits debilitated by spirituous 
liquors, and the last frequently 
in habits debilitated by the scro- 
fula. In curing these diseases, 
it is in vain to depend upon inter- 
nal or external medicines. The 
whole system must be strength- 
ened, or we do nothing ; and this 
is to be effected only by exercise 
and a generous diet. 

In relating the facts that are 
contained in this inquiry, I wish 
I could have avoided reasoning 
upon them, especially as I am 
confident of the certainty of the 
facts, and somewhat doubtful of 
the truth of my reasonings. 

I shall only add, that, if the 
cure of consumption should at last 
be effected by remedies in every 
respect the opposites of those 
palliatives which are now fash- 
ionable and universal, no more 
will happen than what we have 
already seen in the tetanus, the 
smallpox, and the management of 
fractured limbs. 

Should this be the case, we 
shall not be surprised to hear of 
physicians, instead of prescribing 
any one or all of the medicines 
formerly enumerated for con- 
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sumption, ordering their patients 
to exchange the amusements or 
indolence of a city, for the toils 
of a country lite; of their advising 
farmers to exchange their plen- 
tiful tables and comfortable fire- 
sides, for the scanty but solid 
subsistence, and midnight expo- 
sure of the herdsman ; or of their 
recommending, not so much the 
exercise of a passive sea voyage, 
as the active labors and dangers of 
a common sailor. Nor should it 


surprise us, after what we have 
seen, to hear patients relate the 


pleasant adventures of their ex- 
cursions or labors, in quest of 
their recovery from this disease, 
any more than it does now to see 
a strong or wellshaped limb that 
has been broken; or to -hear a 
man talk of his studies or plea- 
sures, during the time of his being 
inoculated and attended for the 
smallpox. 

I will not venture to assert that 
there does not exist a medicine 
which shall supply, at least in 
some degree, the place of the 
labor or exercises whose useful- 
ness in consumption has been es- 
tablished by the facts that have 
been mentioned. Many instances 
of the analogous effects of medi- 
cines and of exercise upon the 
human body, forbid the supposi- 
tion. If there does exist in na- 
ture such a medicine, I am dis- 

osed to believe it will be found 
in the class of tonics. If this 
should be the case, I conceive its 
strength or its dose must far ex- 
ceed the present state of our 
knowledge or practice with res- 
pect to the efficacy or dose of 
tonic medicines. 

I except the disease which 
arises. from recent abscesses in 
the lungs, from the general ob- 


servation which has been made 
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respecting the inefficacy of the 
remedies that were formerly enu- 
merated for the cure of consump- 
tion without labor or exercise. 
These abscesses often’ occur 
without being preceded by gene- 
ral debility, or accompanied by a 
consumptive diathesis, and are 
frequently cured by nature, or 
by very simple medicines. 


Il. 
PAROTID FISTULA. 


Tne London Medical and Physical 
Journal contains the following case 
of parotid fistula, which was cured 
with the concentrated sulphuric 
acid, by Mr. J. Higginbottom. 
Miss Brooks, aged seventeen 
years, received, by instruments 
used at the time of her birth, a 
severe injury on the right side of 
her head and face. Several ab- 
scesses formed, and some exfo- 
liation took place above the angle 
of the lower maxilla. Two of 
the openings made with the lancet 
never healed, but terminated in 
salivary fistule ; one being situ- 
ated in the cavity between the 
mastoid process of the temporal 
bone, and the condyloid process 
of the jaw, and the other a little 
anteriorly to the ear, immediate- 
ly below the zygoma. The sa- 
liva flowed so freely from the 
openings near the mastoid pro- 
cess, that the patient’s neck was 
constantly in a state of excoria- 
tion, and it was necessary to wear 
napkins constantly upon the breast. 
Sometimes the orifices would 
close alternately, but, when that 
was the case, there was a double 
discharge from the open one. 
There was, of course, an increas- 
ed discharge during mastication. 
I first wished to try the most 
simple means, and attempted to 
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form an adherent eschar by the 
nitrate of silver over each orifice. 
This plan succeeded in healing 
that orifice which was situated 
anteriorly to the ear, on the first 
application, but it failed in the 
other: the eschar remained ad- 
herent only for a few days, when 
it was thrown off, and an increas- 
ed flow of saliva followed. 

When this plan had failed, I 
used the nitrate of silver, and 
afterwards as firm pressure as 
the situation would admit, applied 
by means of orange peas, plates 
of lead, and adhesive plaster. 

This pian having been continued 
for a long time without any ad- 
vantage, I had at last recourse to 
filling the little cavity with the 
concentrated sulphuric acid, by 
means of a feather, every fifth 
day. Isoon found that there was 
no discharge between the times 
of applying the acid ; but, on de- 
laying its application for a few 
days, the discharge returned. I 
therefore continued to apply the 
acid every fifth day, for eight or 
ten times. At length, on discon 
tinuing it, I found there was no 
return of the flow of saliva. 

This fistula has now been per- 
fectly cured for nearly three years. 


Il. 
SWAIM’S PANACEA.* 


Ir the only effect of this nostrum 
had been to elevate its proprietor 
‘to a carriage and a fine horse, we 
should have been well satisfied to 
hear of him as one of those lucky 
adventurers who make the public 
stare for a season, and then float 
quietly down the stream of life ; 
on which, by the by, the most 
buoyant bodies are not always the 
most valuable. But as the real 


* From the Phil, Journal of Health, 
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estimation in which the Panacea 
is held by the medical profession 
is not geverally known, we think 
it our duty to enlighten the public 
on this point ; the more especially, 
also, as Mr. Swaim persists in 
adducing names and recommen- 
dations calculated to egregiously 
mislead those not fully acquainted 
with the entire history of the 
affair. In the year 1823, he 
obtained from Drs. Chapman, 
Dewees, and Gibson, of this city, 
favorable notices of his Panacea, 
which he continues to publish in 
the form of certificates. The 
inference drawn by those who 
read the newspapers and his book 
of wonders, of course, is, that the 
abovementioned gentlemen still 
entertain the same opinion. If 
he knows that they do not, is he 
right in thrusting their certificates 
on the public ? What shall we 
say then to his persevering in this 
course, notwithstanding the open, 
avowed, and published statements 


of Drs. Chapman, Dewees, and 


Gibson, of a very different tenor 
to those which he introduces in 
the puffs of his nostrum ! 

Making use of the same lan- 
guage with which he begins one 
of his advertisements, ‘‘ In order 
to make fully known in what esti- 
mation Swaim’s Panacea is held 
by the medical profession,” we 
subjoin the formal opinions of 
Drs. Chapman, Dewees, and 
Gibson, as expressed in their 
communications to the Committee 
of the Philadelphia Medical So- 
ciety, appointed to inquire into the 
remedial value of the more promi- 
nent specifics sold in Philadelphia. 


Letier from Dr. Chapman to the 
Committee. 

Excepting ‘‘Swaim’s Pana- 

cea,” I have no knowledge of any 
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of the nostrums to which you al- 
lude in your communication to 
me. Early in the history of that 
article I was induced to employ 
it, as well from professional as 
common report in favor of its ef- 
ficacy, and was well pleased at 
the result in several cases. But 
more extensive experience with 
it soon convinced me that I had 
overrated its value, and for a long 
period I have entirely ceased to 
prescribe it. 

As to its composition, I have 
satisfied myself, and by no une- 
quivocal evidence, that it essen- 
tially consists of a saturated de- 
coction of sarsaparilla with cor- 
rosive sublimate, and that it is 
an inferior preparation to the 
syrup de Cuisinier, principally 
constituted of these two ingre- 
dients, and which is now so much 
used in the practice of this city. 

It were easy to point out, and 
indeed to demonstrate, the great 
mischief which has resulted from 
the indiscriminate employment of 
this nostrum, and I am in posses- 
sion of a few cases, which, if you 
wish them, are at your service, 
eminently calculated to alarm the 
public on this subject. [Signed], 

N. Cuapman, M.D. 

Philadelphia, Sept. 29, 1827. 


Dr. Gibson’s Letter to the Com- 
mittee. 


Dr. Gibson, after mentioning 
that he has found the Panacea to 
succeed in cases of a particular 
disease and fail in others, termi- 
nates as follows:—‘‘ I have never 
found the remedy of any service 
in scrofula. In several cases 


which have come under my no- 
tice, ptyalism has followed the 
[Signed], 
W. Gizson, M.D. 
Philadelphia, Oct. 25, 1827. 


use of it.”’ 


Dr. Dewees’ Letter to the Com- 


mittee. 


In obedience to a wish express- 
ed in your circular, as regards 
my knowledge of the effects of 
the medicine called Swaim’s 
Panacea, I have only to state that 
I have witnessed its effects in only 
four, or at most, five cases, in 
which it proved useful. JI have 
prescribed it several times, but with- 
out any decided advantage. 

[Signed], 
Wm. P. Dewers, M.D 
Philadelphia, Oct. 26, 1827. 


It seems, then, from the testi- 
mony of those whose certificates 
in favor of Swaim’s Panacea have 
been so much relied on by the 
proprietor, his friends and coad- 
jutors, that nothing is adduced 
therein calculated to inspire any 
confidence whatever in its use. 
On the contrary, Dr. Chapman’s 
having long since ceased to pre- 
scribe it, and his pointing out 
cases of its alarming effects ; Dr. 
Gibson’s never having seen it 
succeed in scrofula ; and the con- 
stant failures when Dr. Dewees 
has prescribed it, are all circum- 
stances well calculated to deter 
from recommending it. The 
only decided effect is that pointed 
out by Dr. Gibson, viz., of its 
salivating. 

It remains for the public to 
choose between the opinions of these 
gentlemen given in 1823, from li- 
mited trials of the Panacea, and 
those advanced in 1827, after a more 
enlarged experience of its effects. 
For ourselves, we hold it to be 
our duty, so long as Mr. Swaim 
persists in publishing the first, to 
continue to present the second. 
On a future occasion, we shall 
exhibit the opinions on this sub- 
ject of other medical gentlemen, 
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‘¢ who, in their private as well as 
public characters, are deservedly 
ranked among the most scientific 
of the profession.” 


IV. 


CASE OF ASCITES CURED BY PARACEN- 
TESIS, OR TAPPING. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical 
and Surgical Journal. 


‘Sir,—March 2d, 1829, I was 


called to prescribe for J. S., a 
female, aged about 14. ‘Pulse 
120; abdomen tumid; had been 
increasing in size for two months; 
fluctuation very distinct. Thirsty; 
of urine, with a thick 

rick-colored sediment. Tongue 
slightly furred, and the apex co- 
vered with pale red colored pro- 
minent papille. 

After a purgative of croton oil 
pills, she was ordered a diuretic 
of Sup. Tart. Pot. 3i., dissolved 
in 3viij. Decoct. Bacc. Juniperi, 
of which she took Zij., swith 
gtte. Vini Colchici xxv., four 
times daily, and a pill containing 
alterative quantities of calomel 
and tart. antimony. This pre- 
scription, with the addition of a 
solution of Nit. Potas. cum. Spt. 
Nit. dulc. and the substitution 
of Pil. Jalap comp. every second 
night, forthe calomel pill every 
night, was continued until the 
26th, at which time the tume- 
faction of the abdomen had nearly 
all subsided, and did entirely sub- 
side in the course of the following 
fortnight ; so that no fluctuation 
was perceptible. 

At the end of about four weeks, 
during which she took but little 
medicine, the effusion had return- 
ed, and fluctuation was distinctly 
and strongly perceptible, and the 
tumefaction very evident. The 


diuretic course was again resorted 
to, and varied in the articles em- 
ployed, embracing, together with 
what had before been successfully 
used, the squill, in combination 
with calomel, and pushed to the 
production of a moderate degree 
of ptyalism, which seemed, for a 
short time, to diminish the tume- 
faction of the abdomen. This, 
however, soon returned, and con- 
tinued, in spite of all the means 
used, to increase, until Novem- 
ber, when the size and weight of 
the abdomen rendered it quite 
difficult for her to move about 
the room. The pressure of the 
fluid upwards on the diaphragm 
embarrassed respiration so much, 
that she could obtain but little 
rest by night in a semi-recumbent 
posture. 

At this time she was much 
emaciated ; had but little appe- 
tite for food, but an almost insa- 
tiable thirst ; and the pulse was 
small, and more frequent and 
quicker than when at 120. There 
was now considerable anasarcous 
tumefaction of the face and neck; 
urine very sparing in quantity, 
and of apparently the same phy- 
sical qualities as was noticed at 
first. 


Nov. 4th, paracentesis abdo- 
minis was performed in the linea 
alba, below the umbilicus, with 
the flat trocar, and nine quarts 
by measure of greenish-yellow 
transparent serum were taken. 
A broad, strong, double in thick- 
ness, laced behind, flannel ban- 
dage, was applied, and compres- 
sion steadily made during the 
evacuation of the fluid, and a 
compress put under the bandage 
after the operation ; and she was 


laced as tightly as she could com- 


fortably bear, and the bandage 
daily tightened whenever it had 
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grown slack. Almost the whole 
volume of the fluid drawn, on the 
application of nitric acid, was 
converted into a thick white coa- 
gulum, which, when exposed to 
evaporation, formed a _ horny 


cake, having all the physical pro- 


perties of desiccated coagulated 
albumen. 

The patient was now directed 
to resume her diuretics, which 
she did for some months, with the 
addition of a cathartic of Gam- 
boge and Sup. T. Pot., twice a 
_ week, for a few weeks, and ulti- 


THE PULSE. 


mately to dispense entirely with 
its use. 

There was no return of the 
tumefaction or effusion. She has 
continued to wear the laced ban- 
dage, and has taken no medicine, 
except a cathartic occasionally, 
for a number of months. Her 
health appears re-established, 
and her flesh and strength seem 
completely regained, at the pre- 


sent time. Yours, &c. 
BurLeicuH 
Kennebunk, Me., 


May 24, 1830. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, JUNE 1, 1830. 


THE PULSE. 

Tue importance of the pulse as a 
means of diagnosis in disease, has 
been acknowledged as long as the 
science of medicine has had name 
or existence. Indeed, the fancy of 
depending on this for exact indica- 
tions of the nature and seat of dis- 
order, has been carried to a much 
greater extent in former times than 
at present. Whoever would wish 
to see of what degree of minute- 
ness this branch of science is sus- 
ceptible, need only consult the work 
of Bordeu, in which will be found 
described pulses corresponding to 
almost every possible aberration of 
the system from a healthy standard. 
At the present day, the most com- 
plicated system of sphygmology exists 
among the Chinese. In fact, this 
extreme minuteness of observation 
with regard to the performance of a 
single function, has generally been 
connected with ignorance of the 
structure of the human body, and of 


the nature of the processes to which 
it is subservient. More extended 
inquiries into these subjects have 
tended to diminish the confidence 
of physicians in the indications af- 
forded by the pulse alone, while 
they have directed their attention to 
other points, the importance of which 
was not in former times sufficiently 
appreciated. At present, the infor- 
mation afforded by the pulse alone 
of the seat of disease, is by no means 
to be compared with that to be de- 
rived from other sources. As an 
auxiliary, however, it ought never to 
be rejected, and occasionally be- 
comes of the highest importance. 
The disturbaace of the circulation 
produced by pressure upon the brain, 
whether from effusion or from acci- 
dental injury, is perfectly well mark- 
ed, and cannot be mistaken. The 
presence or absence of inflammation 
in general ; its existence in a mucous 
or serous tissue, and the stage of its 
progress, are questions which must 
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LOCAL APPLICATION OF BELLADONNA. 


often, in a great degree, be deter- 
mined by the pulse. 

Some interesting remarks on the 
varieties of the pulse, independent 
of frequency, have been lately pub- 
lished in the N. A. Journal by Dr. 
Jackson, of Philadelphia. He ob- 
serves that the small feeble pulse, 
which often accompanies deepseated 
inflemmation, may be attributed to 
the circumstance of the blood being 
accumulated in the cellular tissue of 
the part affected, so that a compa- 
ratively small amount circulates in 
the larger vessels. To confirm this 
idea, he adduces the fact that when 
acute inflammation exists in an ex- 
tremity, as the hand for instance, the 
pulse of the vessels furnishing thé 
part is always small. The fact that 


the pulse is small in very fat indivi-_ 


duals, which is thought by Dr. J. to 
be independent of the depth of the 
vessels below the skin, is referred 
by him to the same general principle. 

The only objection which .can be 
made to this view taken by Dr. J. 
is, that it leaves a large class of cases 
unexplained, in which internal or 
visceral inflammation is accompanied 
by fulness of the pulse, when, ac- 
cording to him, the blood should 
equally in all be withdrawn from the 
large vesscls, in order to be accumu- 
lated in the substance of the affected 
part. If it be admitted that the 
smallness and the rapidity of the 
pulse are always in proportion to 
each other, it will not be difficult to 
explain the former circumstance by 
considering it as a consequence of 
the latter. If the effect of the dis- 
ease in the system is such as to ren- 
der the heart more irritable, it will 
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contract on a smaller quantity of 
blood, and less of this fluid will be 
received by the arterial system at 
each pulsation, The vessels, there- 
fore, will be less distended, and their 
own contractility will account for 
the diminution of their calibres. It 
is true the question still recurs, how 
is the increased irritability of the 
heart produced ; and this is precisely 
the kind of question to which it is 
impossible to obtain a satisfactory 
answer. We neither know the 
proximate cause of that state which 
we term fever or general excitement, 
nor how such a state is produced by 
local causes. Notwithstanding the 
labors and researches of physiolo- 
gists, the science itself seems des- 
tined to remain a mere congeries of 
insulated facts. It is impossible to 
fix the respective domains of vital 
and physical agency ‘in the system ; 
the former refuses to acknowledge 
the laws by.which it is governed, 
and every attempt to extehd the 
dominion of the latter seems to ter- 
minate only in disappointment. If 
the world within us is governed by 
laws as simple as those which regu- 
late inorganized matter, it must still 
be reserved for the genius of some - 
future Newton to discover and ex- 
plain them. 


LOCAL APPLICATION OF BELLADONNA. 


We mentioned, in a late number, 
that the application of belladonna | 
to the urethra, by means of a bougie, 
had rendered easy the passage of the 
instrument through a stricture which 
was previously impermeable. A 
somewhat similar use of the same 
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article has recently been made by 
Baron Dupuytren. 


A patient applied at the Hotel 
Dieu who for some weeks had passed 
the feces with difficulty, each opera- 
tion being followed by pain, the 
duration of which had progressively 
increased. On examination, the 
anus was found ulcerated, presenting 
the appearance of a superficial fis- 
sure, and the introduction of the 
finger was rendered difficult dnd 
painful by the powerfully constricted 
state of the orifice. Unwilling to 
subject the patient to an incision or 
cautery, M. Dupuytren directed, as 
a sedative application to the part, 
the following ointment, to be spread 
on a roll of lint, and introduced 
within the passage :— 

R. Axungis, vi. 


Ext. Belladon., 


Acet. Plumb. aa Gi. M. 


This was ordered to remain with- 
out disturbance, and to be removed 
only after each evacuation. Under 
this treatment the stricture rapidly 
diminished, the ulcer healed, and in 
a week the patient left the hospital 
entirely cured. 


EFFECTS OF COLD ON NEWBORN 
INFANTS. 
Ir is a fact familiar to naturalists, 
that the production of animal heat 
in-the warmblooded animals, during 
the first days of existence, is much 
less active than afterward ; that the 
temperature of the surface of their 
bodies at this period is but a few 
degrees above that of the atmosphere 
in which they are placed ; and, con- 
sequently, that exposure to any con- 
siderable degree of cold proves rea- 


EFFECTS OF COLD ON NEWBORN INFANTS. 


dily fatal. On this aceount, many 
of these animals require and receive 
direct protection from the body of 
the parent ; a fact remarkably illus- 
trated in various tribes of birds. 
From some late researches of Messrs, 
Edwards and Villermé, of Paris, it 
would appear that something like 
this is true of the human infant dur- 
ing the first days of life, and that 
exposure to cold at this period, how- 
ever well the body may be covered 
externally, is attended with danger. 
it appears from the bills of mortality, 
both in the city and the provinces, 


that the greatest mortality of children 


under three months old occurs during 
the winter months ; whereas, to chil- 
dren above that age, this is the least 
dangerous period af the year, This 
circumstance can be accounted for, 
according to these gentlemen, only 
by referring to a law existing in that 
country, which obliges parents to 
present their children, within a few 
days of their birth, at a public office 
in which their names are registered. 
For this purpose, it is often neces- 
sary to convey the infant a consi- 
derable distance, and sometimes, as 
may be supposed, under very unfa- 
vorable circumstances—The views 
advanced by MM. Edwards and 
Villermé have received the sanction 
of the Royal Academy, and are con- 
firmed by the observations in Italy 
of Dr. Trevisan, an account of which 
we have already published. 


GANGLIA. 
Tue ganglions have been a subject 
of considerable doubt among anato- 
mists. By some physiologists these 
bodies have been viewed as conden- 
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sations of nervous filaments, while 
by others they are regarded as simi- 
lar to the brain in structure and 
office. Anatomical research does 
not justify either of these theories. 
Ganglions are principally found in 
the course of the sympathetic nerves, 
and likewise in some other connec- 
tions. It has been found that the 
parts to which the sympathetic is 
distributed are less under cerebral 
influence, and have less animal sen- 
sibility, than those supplied by other 
nerves. Hence Bichat considers 
this nerve as emanating from the 
ganglia, and these bodies as cen- 
tres of organic sensibility. Other 
authors maintain that the sympathe- 
tic emanates from the brain, but 
suppose that, in passing through the 
ganglia, it may acquire peculiar pro- 
perties, and lose its power of trans- 
.mitting animal sensibility on the one 
hand, and on the other of conveying 
to the muscles the dictates of the will. 


THE LIVER. 
Ir has been said generally, by ana- 
tomists, that the bile was secreted 
from the extreme branches of the 
vena porta, while the artery of the 
liver contributed solely to its nutri- 
tion. The main arguments for this 
are, in the first place, the venous 
circulation itself, whose purpose, if 


it be not the secretion of bile, seems 


wholly unexplained; and secondly, 
the fact that when this vein has been 
tied, the secretion has ceased in 
consequence; while a similar ope- 
ration on the artery has not produced 
the same effect. In reply, it has 
been maintained that operations on 
vessels of such size as those referred 


to, produce a disorganizement of parts 
which precludes all inferences; and 
that the difficulty of accounting for 
the amount of venous circulation in 
the liver, is not diminished by sup- 
posing it destined fur the secretion 
of bile; since the quantity of bile 
secreted is exceedingly small in 
comparison to the blood thus fur- 
nished, and corresponds more nearly 
to that brought by the arteries. 
Indeed, when the great size of the 
liver is compared to the biliary se- 
cretion, it seems evident that this 
organ must have some other purpose ; 
at least, if the secretion of bile be 
its only function, it implies a dis- 
proportion which has no parallel in 
the organic economy. According 
to this view of the subject, the use 
of the liver, as of the spleen, must 
be still viewed as among the unex- 
plored mysteries of nature. 


ANIMAL HEAT. 


Accorpine to Bichat, animal heat is 
developed in the capillary system of 
vessels, and not at all in the lungs. His 
theory is that caloric, as an element, 
is capable of combining with other 
substances; and that, by its disen- 
gagement from this combination, it 
produces heat. He supposes that it 
is actually so combined with the 
blood, and forms part of it, in the 
same manner, perhaps at the same 
time, as the alimentary substances 
contained in the food are so com- 
bined ; that it passes through the 
veins, through. the heart and lungs, 
into the arteries; that by these ves- 
sels it is conveyed to all parts of 
the body, and being subsequently 
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disengaged, maintains the tempera- 
ture of the whole system. 


DETERMINATION OF THE PERIOD THAT 
A DROWNED BODY HAS BEEN IN THE 
WATER. 


As the means of ascertaining, very 
nearly, the time which a dead body 
has been under water, may prove in 
some cases to be important in a ju- 
dicial investigation, M. Alph. De- 
vergie was authorised, by the prefect 
of Paris, to observe aud open the 
subjects deposited at the Morgue, a 
place to which all bodies are brought 
that have died by unknown means, 


or which are found in the public 


— of that city or in its neighbor- 
ood. The number annually brought 
there is about three hundred. 

After much investigation, M. A. 
Devergie assigns the following cha- 
racteristics as the means of deciding 
the length of time the body has been 
submerged, supposing the weather 
to have been cold. 

1. From three to five days.—Ri- 
gidity of the corpse; coldness; no 
contraction of the muscles by elec- 
trical stimulus; the epidermis of thé 
hands beginning to whiten. 

2. From four to eight days.—Sup- 
pleness of all the parts ; no contrac- 
tion from electricity ; color of the 
skin natural ; epidermis of the palms 
of the hands very white. 


3. From eight to twelve days.— 


Flaccidity of all the parts ; epidermis 
of the backs of the hands beginning 
to whiten; face softened, and pre- 
senting a wan appearance, different 
from that of the skin of the other 
parts of the body. 

4. About fifteen days.—Face 
slightly swelled ; red spots ; greenish 
tint of the middle of the sternum; 
epidermis of the hands and feet to- 
tally white, and beginning to fold. 

5. About one month.—Face red, 
brownish ; eyelids and lips green; 
breast reddish-brown, and greenish 
in front ; epidermis of the hands and 
feet white, loosened, and folded as 
if by poultices. 


MEDICAL, INTELLIGENCE. 


6. About two months,—Face ge- 
nerally brownish aud swelled; hair 
rather loose ; epidermis of the hands 
and feet in a great degree detached ; 
nails still adherent. 

7. Two months and a half.—Epi- 
dermis and nails of the hands de- 
tached; epidermis of the feet de- 
tached, nails still adherent; in fe- 
males, redness of the subcutaneous 
cellular tissue of the neck, of that 
which surrounds the trachea and 
organs in the cavity of -the breast; 
partial saponification of the cheeks, 
of the chin, superficies of the breasts, 
groins, and anterior part of the thighs. 

8. Three months and a half.— 
Destruction of part of the scalp, 
eyelids and nose ; partial saponifica- 
tion of the face, superior part of the 
neck, and groins ; corrosion and de- 
struction of the skin on various parts 
of the body; epidermis of the hands 
and feet completely removed ; nails 
gone. 

9, Four months and a half.—Al- 
most total saponification of the fat 
of the face, neck, groins, and. front 
of the thighs; commencement of a 
calcareous incrustation upon the 
thighs, and a saponification of the 
anterior part of the brain; most of 
the skin opaline ; loosening and de- 
struction of almost the whole of the 
scalp; skull bare, beginning to be 
very friable-—Ann., d’ Hyg. publique. 


Influence of the Cerebellum over 
the Generative Faculties.—After 
stating the various opinions held by 
physiologists respecting the function 
of the cerebellum, M. Serres gives 
his belief of its influence over the 
generative faculties. The reasons 
for this are found in a great number 
of pathological facts, which he ad- 
duces. They are cases of organic 
alterations of the cerebellum, and 
especially of its median lobe, in per- 
sons who had been subject, if males, 
to frequent and violent erections ; 
and, if females, to nymphomania, or 
other excitement of the genital or- 
gans. 
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Experiments on animals are also 
adduced, in which a sharp instru- 
ment, run into the cerebellum, caused 
erection. Still more, if the irritation 
be directed to the lower or lumbar 
portion of the spinal marrow, there 
will be (as in the instance of Guinea 
pigs) ejaculation. The integrity of 
this part of the spinal marrow seems 
to be as necessary to the contractility 
of the vesiculz seminales as it is to 
that of the uterus, since in paraplegic 
women, when pregnant, there is no 
expulsive force for the completion 
of labor; the organ is inert, and the 
os tince undilated. If a section of 
the spinal marrow at the lumbar re- 
gion be practised on pregnant rab- 
bits, Guinea pigs, or bitches, some 
time before the period of gestation 
is complete, labor will not take place. 
If the section be made during the 
labor, it is immediately arrested. 
Irritation of the spinal marrow at 
this same part produces abortion.— 


Anat, Comparée du Cerveau, §c. 


Analysis of Bile. By Henry 
Braconnot.—F rom the uncertainty 
which still hangs over the composi- 
tion of this fluid, so important in the 
animal economy, this able chemist 
has been induced to examiue afresh 
the matter which constitutes the es- 
sential -portion of ox-bile, viz., the 
picromel. His memoir, which oc- 
cupies twelve pages of the Aun. de 
Chim., furnishes the following results: 

I, That bile is a true soap, as the 
ancient physicians had determined. 
Il. That the picromel of the ox 
contains,—1, A peculiar acid resin, 
which forms the greater portion of 
it. 2. Margaric acid. 3. Oleic 
acid. 4. An animal matter, 5, A 
very bitter substance, of an alkaline 
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nature. 6, A colorless saccharine 
principle, which becomes purple, 
violet aud blue, by sulphuric acid. 
7. A coloring substance.—WN, A. Jour. 


Vaccination.—It is stated in the 
Journal Universel for July last, that 
Dr. Barres, Jr., of Bordeaux, vac- 
cinated a child three years of aye, 
making four punctures, from which 
no effects resulted until about two 
mouths afterwards, when two genuine 
vaccine pustules were developed, 
from which other children were 
successfully vaccinated. 


Treatment of Syphilis by common 
Sali.—It is said, in the Clinique, 
that, from time immemorial, syphilis 
has been cured in the East by com- 
mon salt, employed locally and in- 
ternally. The monks of the convent 
of Czenstochow, near Cracau, have 
derived some very brilliant cures 
from this mode of treatment. 


The Value of Medicine.—We 
perceive that the annual Address to 
the Philadelphia Medical Society, 
was delivered this year by Dr. Benj. 
H. Coates, on the Certainty of Me- 
dicine. Dr. Shattuck gave the an- 
nual discourse before the Massachu- 
setts Medical Society, two years ago, 
on the Uncertainty of the healing 
art. We should be pleased to see 
a copy of the former, If Dr. C. 
treated his subject with as much 
ingenuity and ability as Dr. S., the 
question must still remain undecided. 


New Publications.—Messrs. Ca- 
rey and Lea have republished Mac- 
culloch on Remittent and Intermit- 
tent Diseases, and have in press Mr. 
Hennen’s Military Surgery. 


WEEKLY REPORT OF DEATHS 


IN BOSTON, ENDING MAY 14, 


Date. | Sex. | Age. | Disease. 


May 7.) F.\33 yrs|dropsy in the head 
8.|M.\64 
10.| 5 [consumption 
11.'M.'75 ‘unknown | 


Males, 3,—Females, 5. Total, 8. 


Date.|Sex. |Age | 
12.) F.|37 yrs 
F./21 
13.|M- 


27 
14. F.'%5 


Disease. 


intemperance 
consumption 


do. 
complaint of the kidneys 
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THE BOOK OF HEALTH. 


ICHARDSON, LORD & HOL- 
BROOK, No. 133 Washington St., 
Boston, have just published THE BOOK 
OF HEALTH, a compendium of Domes- 
tic Medicine, deduced from the experi- 
ence of the most modern practitioners ; 
entirely divested of technicalities, and ren- 
dered familiar to the general reader; in- 
cluding the mode of treatment for diseases 
in general, A plan for the management 
of infants and children ; rules for the pre- 
servation of health, and for diet, exercise, 
air, and the preparation of food ; remedies 
in cases of accident ; suspended anima- 
tion ; rules for preventing contagion; a 
Table of Poisons most frequently taken, 
with the symptoms, and directions how 
to act when medical aid is not at hand. 
A Domestic Materia Medica, &c. Xe. 
First American, from the second London 
edition; revised and conformed to the 
practice of the United States, with addi- 
tions, by a Fellow of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society. 


Extracts from the Preface to the American 
Edition, 

“Its chief value, and certainly nota 
trifling one, is the fact that it embodies in 
a small compass the opinions of some of 
the most eminent modern physicians and 
surgeons of Great Britain, such as Drs. 
Bailey, Clutterbuck and Armstrong, 
among the former, and Sir Astley Cooper, 
Mr. Abernethy and Mr. Lawrence, among 
the latter.” ? ~~ * 

“ The Table of Poisons, with their at- 
tendant symptoms, and the mode of treat- 
ment when medical aid is not at hand, 
it is thought will be peculiarly useful, as 
it not unfrequently happens where they 
may have been taken, that no such aid 
is to be had, and where, if immediate 
remedies be not applied, the person may 
be irretrievably lost. But if, in’ such a 
moment, this table is at hand, the remedy 
may be at once resorted to, and the pa- 
tient saved. ‘The same remarks will also 
apply to the directions given for procedure 
in cases of suspended animation, from 
drowning, lightning, hanging, &c.” 

** Great care has been taken through- 
out not to recommend, in any case, medi- 
cines or a course ef treatment which may 


jects. 


be considered dangerous or doubtful in 
the result; on the contrary, cautions are 
constantly given against the use of them, 
and recommendations, in all cases of 
doubtful or critical character, of imme- 
diate recourse to medical aid.” 

May 11. 


VACCINE VIRUS. 


ATHAN JARVIS, on account of fre- 

quent solicitations, will constantly 
keep for sale FRESH VACCINE VIRUS, 
taken by a physician from healthy sub- 
It will be furnished at a reasona- 
ble price on demand, either in scabs or 
quills, Physicians in ‘the country who 
are in want of Virus, can send their orders 
by mail, as it can be enclosed in a letter 
and transmitted without any great ex- 
pense of postage, June 1, 

Apothecaries’ Hall, 
No. 188 Washington Street, 


NEW MEDICAL WORKS, 


UST published, and for sale, by CAR- 
TER & 

The American Dispensatory ; contain- 
ing the Natural, Chemical, Pharmaceu- 
tical, and Modern History, of the different 
Substances employed in Medicine. To- 
gether with the Operations of Pharmacy, 
illustrated and explained according to the 
Principles of Modern Chemistry. To 
which are added ‘Toxicological and other 
Tables; the Prescription for Patent Me- 
dicines, and various Miscellaneous Pre- 
parations. Eighth edition, improved and 
greatly enlarged, by REDMAN 
Coxr, M.D. 

May 25. 


MEDICAL PERIODICALS. 


UST received, by CARTER & HEN- 
DEE,— 

The New York Medical Inquirer, and 
Domestic Magazine, Vol. 1, No.5. For 
May, 1830. 

The North American Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal. Published under the Au- 
spices of the Knappa Lambda Association 
of the United States—No. 18. For 
April, 1830. May 18. 


Published weekly, by Joun Corton, at 184, Washington St.corner of Franklin St., to 
whom all communications must be addressed, postpaid.—Price three dollars per annym, if 
paid in advance, three dollars and a half if not paid within three months, and four dollars if 
not paid within the year. The postage for this is the same as for other newspapers. 
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